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.~ ~  CONFIDENTIAL ™ -

25X1
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTTYAT:S

25 January 1952

STAFF MEMORAND'M NO, 183

SUBJECT : 0-2 Esbtimate of Chinese Communist Capability to Sup-ord
An Invasion of Southeast Asia '

REFERKICE: C-2 Memo for AD/ONE, "Chinese Communist Capsbilities
against Tndochina," 17 January 1952

1. NIE<55, dated 7 December 51, gave the Chinese Com-
manists the capability to support loglstically approximately 100,000
men in en invasion of Indochina and 50,000 in an invasion of Burma.
The Ch'nese Communists wers not given the cpability to su:port
logistically & ien ground operations in Burma and Indochina con-
currently as long as the Korea: wer continued. NIE-35, published
in June, 1951, also contained the (=2 sstimate that the Chinese
Communists could suppert 100,000 men in an invasion of Indochina. 25X1

2. On b January 1952,
timate of Chinese Communist ¢apabllitys |

25X1

: 3. In response ONE queried C-2
on 10 Januery 1952. G0-2 replied in a memorandum of 17 January
1952 that the Chinese Communists now had the capability to support
logistically 150,000 troops for an invasion of Indoc 'ina, and
50,000 troops for an invasion of Burma, and that such operations -
ecould be conducted concurrently sven though Korean operations

on the present or an intensified scale continued. 25X1

Lo To determine the reason for this rather substantial-
increase in estimated capability,i inter-
viewed Col. Duesendberry, ILt. Col. Bailey and Gapt. MC sn of
0-2, Eastern Braich. The substance of this discussion follows
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: a. (=2 stated that they were presently completing
their contribution for NIE-35/1, and that this document would
present in detail such documentary evidence as (-2 had in su-port
of their new estimate. This contribution is due in ONE, llonday,
28 January. ) : :

bo G=2 stated that since Decembsr thev have received
information (1) of a significant improvement in the affectiveneas,
vigor, and coordination of recent Viet Minh attacks in Tonking
(2) of an inorease in Chinese Communist troop strength along the
Indochina border; and (3) (most imrortant in terms of the matter
under discussion) of a substantial Chinese Communist logistical
build-up and significant improvemant in supply routes and facil-
ities into Indochina, in particular the improvement of railroads
leading south from Kwangsi Provincs to the Indochina borders 25X1

i

25X1 ¢ In addition, G-2 gavel |2 copy of &

memo of a Pentegon conference of 1l January 1952| 25X1

25X1 | Although Col. Uuesenberry
stated that the extremsly pessimistic remarks [25X1
should be treated with reserve and that G-2 dﬂﬂﬁFﬁu‘s_ﬁﬂ_‘
present "excitement® over the Indochina situation, 25X1
remarks clearly influenced G-2's new estimate of Chinese Commue

nist capabilities. The key pointe of the| | conference 25X1
are as follows: _

25X1 (L | who had briefed
US G-2 in November, 1951, had been justifiably optimistic.
But later information on Chinese Communist aid in October
indicated that this assistance had "suddenly" increased
"hy ten times that given previously ~- this occurred
all at once."

(2) There waé an explantion in some detail of
of improvements in south China supply routes amnd fac'l-
ities. : . , ' ‘

(3) The dbuild-up of supplies in Indochina was
not far above the needs of the Viet Minh and was suf-
ficient to supply "100,000 additional /Ereops/ o o o
for a period of two months.® ' '

(i) 150,000 Chinese Communists could enter Indo-
china in one month and 50,000 could enter in one %o
two weeks."
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6, £Another reason for (G-2°s six-week change of line may
stem from the fact that there has been a known gradual improve-
ment in Commnist capabilities in south China since June 1951,
when G-2 proparsd its contributism for NIE=-3S. G-2 did not take
gognizance of this improvement in the preparation of NIE-55
{November-December 1551), and mav have taken the present occa-
sion to revise their existing estimate, which in fact dates béack
to Juna, 1951.

7. We bslieve that the revised G-2 estimate more sccurately

refleats current Chin c gapabilities than did the one
presented in NIE=55. i 25X1
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